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The Black List is an annual survey of the "most liked" motion picture screenplays 
not yet produced. It has been published every year since 2005 on the second Friday 
of December by Franklin Leonard, a development executive who subsequently 
worked at Universal Pictures and Will Smith’s Overbrook Entertainment. The 
website states that these are not necessarily "the best" screenplays, but rather "the 
most liked", since it is based on a survey of studio and production company 
executives. 
  



The 2017 Blacklist list Loglines 
(Ranked by mentions each script received) 

 
 

RUIN by Matthew Firpo and Ryan Firpo (68) 
A nameless ex-Nazi captain must navigate the ruins of post-WWII Germany to 
atone for his crimes during the war by hunting down and killing the surviving 
members of his former SS death squad. 

LET HER SPEAK by Mario Correa (42) 
The true story of Senator Wendy Davis and her 24-hour filibuster to save 75% of 
abortion clinics in Texas. 

DADDIO by Christy Hall (40) 
A passenger and her cab driver reminisce about their relationships on the way from 
the airport to her New York apartment. 

KEEPER OF THE DIARY by Evan Kilgore and Samuel Franco (32) 
Chronicles Otto Frank’s journey, with the help of a junior editor at Doubleday 
Press, to find a publisher for the diary his daughter Anne wrote during the 
Holocaust. 

WHERE I END by Imran Zaidi (22) 
In a world where your life can be saved, uploaded to a computer, and restarted in 
the case of your untimely death, a husband returns from the dead to suspect his wife 
may have been involved in his death. 

WHEN LIGHTNING STRIKES by Anna J. Klassen (20) 
The true story of 25-year-old Joanne Rowling as she weathers first loves, 
unexpected pregnancy, lost jobs, and depression on her journey to create Harry 
Potter. 

BREAKING NEWS IN YUBA COUNTY by Amanda Idoko (19) 
After catching her husband in bed with a hooker, which causes him to die of a heart 
attack, Sue Bottom burying the body and takes advantage of the local celebrity 
status that comes from having a missing husband. 



SLEEP WELL TONIGHT by Freddie Skov (18) 
Behind the walls of a maximum security prison, a naive teenage inmate and a 
rookie correctional officer are forced into a drug smuggling operation while a 
looming conflict between rival gang members threatens to boil over. 

THE GREAT NOTHING by Cesar Vitale (17) 
A grieving 13-year-old girl hires a terminally-ill, acerbic philosophy professor to 
prevent flunking the seventh grade. What begins as a homework assignment 
blossoms into an unlikely friendship and a new appreciation for life that neither will 
forget. 

TRAPLINE by Brett Treacy and Dan Woodward (16) 
A captive boy’s lifestyle is upended when his captor asks for his help kidnapping a 
second child. 

WHEN IN DOUBT, SEDUCE by Allie Hagan (16) 
A true story about the relationship between Elaine Mae and Mike Nichols. 

NEWSFLASH by Ben Jacoby (15) 
On November 22, 1963, Walter Cronkite put everything on the line to get the story 
right as the president was killed, a nation wept, and television came of age. 

THE EXPANSION PROJECT by Leo Sardarian (15)  
A rookie marine gets stranded on a hostile planet during humanity’s space 
colonization, with nothing but her exo-suit that’s running out of fusion power. 

V.I.N. by Chiara Towne (14) 
As Alex Haley struggles to write the biography of Malcolm X, his editor at Playboy 
assigns him a new interview, George Lincoln Rothwell, head of the American Nazi 
Party. 

COME AS YOU ARE by Zach Baylin (13) 
An idealistic young woman’s life begins to unravel when her job in social media 
exposes her to the darkest corners of humanity sending her on a violent mission to 
take down not just the web’s vicious content but its creators as well. 



ONE THOUSAND PAPER CRANES by Ben Bolea (13) 
The incredible and true story of Sadako Sasaki, a young Japanese girl living in 
Hiroshima when the atomic bomb goes off. Years later when she gets leukemia, she 
hears about the legend that if someone folds one thousand paper cranes, a wish will 
be granted. At the same time, aspiring writer Eleanor Coerr learns of Sadako’s story 
and becomes determined to bring her message of hope and peace to the world. 

THE MOTHER by Misha Green (13) 
A female assassin comes out of hiding to protect the pre-teen daughter she gave up 
years before. 

HUGHES by Andrew Rothschild (13) 
The story of writer/director John Hughes, whose emotionally honest high school 
movies helped to define American culture in the 1980s — but who, at the very 
height of his success, abruptly abandoned filmmaking, for reasons that have never 
been fully explained. 

RUTHLESS by John Swetnam (13) 
After she is diagnosed with terminal brain cancer, a former assassin must carry out 
one last assignment in order to ensure her daughter’s future. 

MAD, BAD, AND DANGEROUS TO KNOW by Jade Bartlett (12) 
Based on the trilogy, an underdog identical twin accidentally kills her too perfect 
sister only to discover murder suits her and she becomes embroiled in the life of a 
mafia assassin. 

VALEDICTORIAN by Cosmo Carlson (12) 
Follows an obsessive, type-A student as they vow to secure the valedictorian title 
by any means necessary. 

JELLYFISH SUMMER by Sarah Jane Inwards (12) 
The story of what happens when a young black girl’s family in 1960’s Mississippi 
decides to harbor two human-looking refugees who have mysteriously fallen from 
the sky. 

BROSIO by Mattson Tomlin (11) 
Inspired by the work of John Brosio. When a man begins to lose all the people close 



to him in a series of increasingly absurd natural disasters he must try to find the 
source of why his world has been turned upside down. 

POWER by Mattson Tomlin (11) 
A young drug dealer is kidnapped by a man hellbent on finding his missing 
daughter they must to get to the bottom of the mystery of the intense street drug 
known as Power. 

KATE by Umair Aleem (10) 
A veteran hitwoman is mysteriously poisoned on her last assignment in Tokyo and 
she has 24 hours to find her killer before she herself dies. 

THE MAN FROM TOMORROW by Jordan Barel (10) 
The true story of entrepreneur Elon Musk who, after being ousted from PayPal, 
went on to create SpaceX and guides it through their turbulent early years while 
simultaneously building Tesla. 

KILL SHELTER by Eric Beu and Greg Martin (10) 
A darkly comic crime thriller, concerning three groups of people dealing with 
blackmail that goes very, very wrong. 

ARC OF JUSTICE by Max Borenstein and Rodney Barnes (10) 
Based on the book by Kevin Boyle. Chronicles the landmark civil rights trial of Dr. 
Ossian Sweet after he was charged with the murder of a white man in self-defense. 

DON’T BE EVIL by Gabe Diani, Etta Devine, and Evan Bates (10) 
A kinetic and elevated comedy about the rise of Google as Larry Page, Sergey Brin, 
and Eric Schmitt struggle with their corporate model, “Don’t Be Evil”, in the face 
of their meteoric rise to a multi-billion dollar valuation and a major Chinese 
hacking incident. 

FUBAR by Brent Hyman (10) 
The story of an inept, CIA psychologist who is embedded on a globe-trotting 
mission with the agency’s most valuable operative who suffers from an extreme 
case of multiple personality disorder. 



ESCAPE FROM THE NORTH POLE by Paul Laudiero & Ben Baker (10) 
The tale of a young girl who must partner up with an elf, a Russian explorer, and a 
reindeer to rescue Santa Claus from a band of evil elves and save the North Pole. 

KEY OF GENIUS by Daniel Persitz and Devon Kliger (10) 
The story of Derek Paravicini, a blind and autistic boy who needed an incredible 
teacher to help realize his world-class, musical ability. 

MOXIE by Heather Quinn (10) 
To combat crime in a near-future Los Angeles, the FBI creates supercops based on 
specific genetic sequences and to their shock and surprise their best candidate is a 
vulgar stripper named Moxie. 

INFINITE by Ian Shorr (10) 
Based on the novel The Reincarnationist Papers, the hallucinations from a 
schizophrenic are revealed to be memories from past lives where he obtained talents 
that he still has to this day. 

HEART OF THE BEAST by Cameron Alexander (9) 
About a former Navy SEAL and his retired combat dog, who attempt to reenter 
civilization after suffering a catastrophic incident deep in the Alaskan wilderness. 

THE KINGBREAKER by Andrew Bozalis and Derek Mether (9) 
The story of a CIA operative, experienced in taking down kings and installing their 
replacements who is brought in to take down a dictator he installed a few years 
prior. 

GADABOUT by Ross Evans (9) 
About a manufacturing company in 1951 that stirs up curiosity when they publish a 
user’s manual to a time machine called TM-1050. 

BALLERINA by Shay Hatten (9) 
After her family is murdered, an assassin seeks revenge on the killers. 

LIBERATION by Darby Kealey (9) 
The true story of Nancy Wake, the most decorated servicewoman in WWII, who 
led resistance fighters in a series of dangerous missions in Nazi-occupied France. 



THIS IS JANE by Daniel Loflin (9) 
Based on the book The Story of Jane, and it is the story of an ordinary group of 
women who did something extraordinary in completing 11,000 safe abortions in 
Chicago from 1968–1973. 

WYLER and Michael Moskowitz (9) 
With Hitler laying waste to Europe and the United States refusing to answer the call 
to war, Jewish filmmaker William Wyler risks his career to make Mrs. Miniver, the 
most effective propaganda movie of all time. 

THE OTHER LAMB by Catherine McMullen (9) 
A young, female, coming-of-age tale set in alternative religion. 

ESCAPE by JD Payne & Patrick McKay (9) 
Between 1788 and 1868, the British Empire shipped more than 150,000 convicts to 
penal colonies in Australia and the notoriously brutal Tazmania. No distinction was 
made between first time and repeat offenders. This is the story of one of those 
prisoners. A wrongly accused man who is taken from his home and sent across the 
world to serve a five-year prison term. He quickly realizes his only chance of seeing 
his family again is to escape the prison with a gang of cohorts and play the odds of 
surviving the deadly terrain that waits on the outside. 

INNOCENT MONSTERS by Elaina Perpelitt (9) 
A writer trying to crack her second novel starts to lose her sense of reality as the 
book bleeds into her life and her life bleeds back. 

LIONHUNTERS by Will Beall (8) 
A rogue cop suffers a gunshot wound in 1987 and wakes from a coma thirty years 
later when he partners with a mild-manned, progressive detective who happens to 
be his son. 

THE SAVIORS by Travis Betz and Kevin Hamedani (8) 
A seemingly progressive suburban husband and wife rent their garage through 
Airbnb but soon become suspicious of their Muslim guests. As they investigate 
these visitors, they unwittingly trigger events that will forever change the course of 
human history. 



GEORGE by Jeremy Michael Cohen (8) 
The true story about the Grays, a husband and wife team who fall in love and create 
Curious George together and escape from WWII Europe. 

THE BOXER by Justine Juel Gillmer (8) 
After being separated from his true love, a young Polish man escapes from a 
concentration camp, one in which he was forced by SS officers to fight other Jews, 
and travels to American to begin a successful career as a professional boxer and to 
reunite with the woman he lost. 

STRONGMAN by Nicholas Jacobson-Larson & Dalton Leeb (8) 
Based on the confusing, sometimes offensive, borderline insane memories of David 
Prowse, the irascible Englishman behind Darth Vader’s mask. 

HACK by Mike Schneider (8) 
A horrifying look at the DNC hack and the Russian manipulation in the 2016 
election, based on actual reports. 

THE PROSPECT by Ben Epstein (7) 
The story of how Michael Jordan used a year as a baseball prospect to find himself 
after his father’s death. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE WARRIOR by Emma Fletcher & Brett Weiner (7) 
Harper Penzey, a liberal white college sophomore, who knows exactly how to fix 
society. When she accuses her equally liberally professor, Susan Broadbeck, of hate 
speech, it throws the campus and both their lives into chaos as they wage war over 
the right way to stop discrimination. 

THE LODGE by Veronika Franz and Severin Fiala (7) 
About a supernatural evil that haunts a woman and her stepchildren in a cabin on 
Christmas. 

RODNEY & SHERYL by Ian MacAllister-McDonald (7) 
Based on the unbelievable true story of Rodney Alcala’s life and appearance on the 
popular 1970’s game show The Dating Game. Despite being in the midst of a 
murdering spree at the time, Rodney went on to win the show and a date with a 



contestant. Detectives have estimated Rodney’s body count to be north of 130 
victims. 

MEAT by Logan Martin (7) 
A misanthropic man notices bizarre changes in himself, his wife, and the animals 
inhabiting the territory around their homestead as they attempt to survive self-
imposed isolation. 

DOROTHY & ALICE by Justin Merz (7) 
Dorothy Gale and Alice meet in a home for those having nightmares and embark on 
a journey to save the imaginations of the world. 

THE THING ABOUT JELLYFISH by Molly Smith Metzler (7) 
After her friend dies in a drowning accident, a seventh-grade girl is convinced that 
the true cause of the tragedy must’ve been a rare jellyfish sting. Retreating into a 
silent world of imagination she crafts a plan to prove her theory. 

THE POISON SQUAD by Dreux Moreland and Joey DePaolo (7) 
The true story of an eccentric chemist named Harvey Wiley who did the first human 
experiments in history, testing our limits to poison, which then triggered a 
movement which resulted in the founding of the FDA. 

JIHOTTIES by Molly Prather (7) 
The story of two girls who, in an effort to fund their start-up, end up cat-fishing 
ISIS and wind up with more than they bargained for when the CIA attempts to 
recruit them as spies. 

CALL JANE by Hayley Schore and Roshan Sethi (7) 
In 1960 Chicago, before Roe V. Wade, a pregnant woman becomes a member of an 
underground group of women who provide abortions in a safe environment. 

GREENLAND by Chris Sparling (7) 
A disgraced father is determined to get his family to the place which, in four days, 
will be the only safe place left on Earth. 



SKYWARD by Joe Ballarini (6) 
The true story of two families who attempt to escape over the Berlin Wall using a 
hot air balloon in 1979. 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS by Joe Epstein (6) 
About a sociopath obsessed with health improvement and claws her way to the top 
of the fitness world, leaving a trail of broken bodies in her wake. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH by Shatara Michelle Ford (6) 
The story of an uptight, high-achieving, black post-grad who becomes increasingly 
irreverent and slightly destructive when she realizes that the life she’s living isn’t 
the life she wants. 

THE WHITE DEVILS by Leon Hendrix III (6) 
Cassius raises his sons, Malcolm and Mandela, isolated and alone in the woods. 
They’ve never met another person in their lives. The boys have learned to survive 
and to protect their family at all costs. When they find a mysterious white girl, June, 
alone and lost in the woods prejudice, lies, and loves set them on a collision course 
with the real world that puts all of their lives at risk. 

THE FIFTH NIXON by Sharon Hoffman (6) 
Watergate as experienced through the eyes of Richard Nixons personal secretary, 
Rosemary Woods. 

PANOPTICON by Emily Jerome (6) 
A look at the criminal justice and private prison system, told from the perspectives 
of a new inmate, a correctional officer, and a Wall Street hotshot. 

ON by Ryan Jennifer Jones (6) 
In a slightly futuristic, hyper-efficient Manhattan, a newly single book editor 
purchases a customizable sex android to assuage her broken heart. When her toy’s 
closed feedback loop starts to alter her personality, she must reevaluate the merits 
of a perfectly compatible partner. 

THE GROWNUP by Natalie Krinsky (6) 
Story of a con woman who pretends to read auras and is hired by a wealthy woman 



to banish an evil spirit from her house. It soon becomes clear that the fake exorcist 
is over her head. 

BIOS by Craig Luck and Ivor Powell (6) 
Set in a post-apocalyptic world, Bios tells the story of a man who spends his dying 
days with a robot he created to take care of his dog. 

CANCER INC by Marc Macaluso (6) 
The true story of corporatization of cancer in the US told through the eyes of a 
British, Wall Street analyst who uncovers the corruption behind the approval of a 
drug intended to treat prostate cancer. 

AMERICAN TABLOID by Adam Morrison (6) 
The story of Generosa Pope Jr. took the New York mob and used it to turn a small 
local paper into the National Enquirer, creating tabloid journalism as we know it 
today. 

ALL MY LIFE by Todd Rosenberg (6) 
The story of a man who discovers he has liver cancer and so the couple moves up 
their wedding date so they can get married before he passes away. 

THE SLEEPOVER by Sarah Rothschild (6) 
When bad guys break into their home and kidnap their parents, siblings Kevin and 
Clancy are forced to confront the fact that there may be more to their stay-at-home 
mom than meets the eye. 

THE LITTLE BOY by Hayley Schore & Roshan Sethi (6) 
The true story of the man who dropped the world’s first atomic bomb on Hiroshima 
and his unexpected journey back to ground zero. 

GREEN RUSH by Matt Tente (6) 
A paroled ex-con agrees to help his daughter steal money from medical marijuana 
taxes from City Hall.  



The 2018 Blacklist list Loglines 
(Ranked by mentions each script received) 

 

 
36 Votes 
 
Frat Boy Genius by Elissa Karasik 
A disgruntled employee of Snapchat tells the rise of her former Stanford classmate, 
preeminent douchebag and current boss Evan Spiegel. 
 
35 Votes 
 
King Richard by Zach Baylin 
The true story of Richard Williams, the hard-nosed and uncompromising father of 
tennis prodigies turned superstars, Venus and Serena Williams. 
 
34 Votes 
 
Get Home Safe by Christy Hall 
A young woman must get home by herself on Halloween with no cell phone battery 
and a group of gamergate trolls out to get her. 
 
30 Votes 
 
Drudge by Cody Brotter 
The story of how oddball internet reporter Matt Drudge broke the Lewinsky 
Scandal and nearly took down a presidency, all from a desktop computer in his one-
bedroom apartment in Hollywood. 
 
Harry’s All Night Hamburgers by Steve Desmond, Michael Anthony Sherman 
A down-on-his-luck high school senior discovers that the old roadside diner outside 
of town is secretly a hangout for parallel universe travelers. He sets off on a mind-
bending adventure across the multiverse that takes him beyond his wildest dreams. 
 
Promising Young Woman by Emerald Fennell 
Still hurting years later from the suicide of her mistreated best friend, a woman is 



torn between seeking vengeance on the lost friend’s behalf and moving on with her 
life. 
 
29 Votes 
 
Cobweb by Chris Thomas Devlin 
Peter has always been told the voice he hears at night is only in his head, but when 
he suspects his parents have been lying, he conspires to free the girl within the walls 
of his house. 
 
26 Votes 
 
The Worst Guy of All Time (And the Girl Who Came to Kill Him) by Michael 
Waldron 
Barret is a social media influencer, the worst guy ever, and the eventual President of 
the United States. Dixie is a badass freedom fighter, sent back from 2076 to kill him 
before he takes over the world and ruins the future. They fucking hate each other. 
Then they accidentally fall in love. 
 
21 Votes 
 
Analytica by Scott F. Conroy 
The true story of Chris Wylie and Cambridge Analytica. 
 
20 Votes 
 
The Broodmare by Michael Voyer 
When a recovering member of Alcoholics Anonymous decides to make amends 
with his high school sweetheart, he soon realizes that her newfound love of equines 
may have some darker, more sinister connections. 
 
Covers by Flora Greeson 
The longtime assistant of a famous singer must navigate the rocky waters of the LA 
music scene to make her dreams of producing music a reality. 
 
19 Votes 
 
The Biscuit by Jack Waz 
In 1998, a teacher and her veteran husband find a way to afford the family they’ve 



always dreamed of: by selling America’s nuclear launch codes after President Bill 
Clinton loses them. 
 
Just the Facts by Kenny Kyle 
The riveting true story of AJ Daulerio’s meteoric rise from obscure sports blogger 
to Editor-in-Chief of Gawker Media during the wild, heady early days of the digital 
journalism boom, culminating in the Hulk Hogan sex tape trial, which brought 
about Gawker’s downfall and set a precedent for billionaires to attack the media 
and free speech. 
 
18 Votes 
 
The Seventh by Reiss Clauson-Wolf, Julian Silver 
A look at the regiment led by Colonel Custer in the days leading up to the 
disastrous fight at Little Bighorn against Sitting Bull. 
 
17 Votes 
 
Bag Man by Alex Convery 
Atticus Archer is college football’s version of a fixer. As he juggles chasing the 
nation’s top prospect, a mental breakdown from a star quarterback, and his own 
personal demons, an NCAA agent arrives on campus to threaten everything. 
 
15 Votes 
 
Grace by Will Lowell 
When Grace and her husband Jay retreat to an empty vacation island to escape his 
grueling political campaign, Grace begins reliving traumatic experiences from her 
past, forcing her to question what is real. After she discovers that powerful people 
behind Jay’s campaign have been manipulating her experiences, Grace’s struggle to 
retain her sanity becomes an all too real fight for survival. 
 
14 Votes 
 
In Retrospect by Brett Treacy, Dan Woodward 
When a man’s estranged wife gets lost inside of her own mind during an 
experimental procedure, he must navigate her subconscious to find her in the 
memories of their past. 
 



Rub & Tug by Gary Spinelli 
In 1970s Pittsburgh, Dante “Tex” Gill (fka Jean Marie Gill) runs a massage parlor 
and steroids operation that challenges the mob, rising to power with the support of 
the gay community and girlfriend Cynthia. 
 
13 Votes 
 
Our Condolences by Greg Kalleres 
A couple navigates their relationship after another couple, with whom they’re close, 
tragically loses their child. 
 
Queens of the Stoned Age by Elyse Hollander 
Forced out of a fashion industry that exploited her, former model Honey stumbles 
into dealing weed to make ends meet — and soon discovers a gift for it. Hiring all 
her model friends to work with her, they quickly become one of the biggest weed 
dealers in New York City, knowing all the right people and using their looks and 
charm to avoid detection. But their success soon brings all the wrong kinds of 
attention… and they find themselves in a fight for their lives. Based on a true story. 
 
12 Votes 
 
Meet Cute by Noga Pnueli 
When a woman finds a time machine in a downtown Manhattan nail salon, she uses 
it to keep traveling back in time 24 hours to make her previous night’s date perfect. 
 
Tillman by Sean Thomas 
When former NFL player Pat Tillman is killed in battle, his family uncovers the 
truth from the United States government who lied about the circumstances of his 
death. 
 
To The Extreme by Chris Goodwin and Phillip Van 
From a high school dropout selling used cars in Dallas to having the first hip hop 
single to top the Billboard charts with Ice Ice Baby, a young Vanilla Ice struggles 
with stardom, extortion attempts, and selling out as he makes music history. 
 
11 Votes 
 
Dead Dads Club by Amanda Idoko 
A high schooler, in an effort to find a more interesting story for her college 
scholarship application, lies about her father’s recent death. But when the father 



tries to take advantage of the lie by faking his own death, the high schooler’s 
nemesis investigates, and bodies start piling up. 
 
The Fastest Game by Katie Werner, Zach Wernerr 
Miami, 1975. Ronnie Weiss, a law school graduate primed to start his life, is 
suddenly saddled with his late- father’s enormous gambling debt and thrust into a 
world he has desperately tried to avoid. To climb out of the hole and escape a 
notorious Miami Beach bookie, Ronnie and a childhood friend devise a betting 
system that exploits the glamorous, high-stakes sport of Jai Alai, making millions of 
dollars and enemies of the Boston Mob and Federal Government in the process. 
Based on a true story. 
 
The United States of America v. Bill Gates by Justin Kremer 
An inexperienced and idealistic twentysomething finds himself at the center of the 
largest anti-trust suit in modern American history when his idol, billionaire 
behemoth Bill Gates, wages war against his young internet company. 
 
10 Votes 
 
Black Flies by Ryan King 
A young man becomes an emergency medical technician in Harlem as a temporary 
stop before he enters medical school. There, he experiences a range of crises and 
stressful misadventures, including a mentor who has been numbed to the point that 
he makes a wrong decision in a life-and-death situation. 
 
Bolsa Negra by Charlie Wechtel, Dave Rabinowitz 
A down and out sports agent risks everything to bring a star Cuban baseball player 
back to the United States to play in the Major Leagues. Based on an amalgamation 
of true stories detailing the rise of the League’s movement to smuggle Cuban 
baseball players into the US during the 1990s. 
 
Happy Anniversary by Holly Brix 
A couple’s wedding anniversary is interrupted by a home invasion. 
 
Happy Little Trees by Shawn Dwyer 
After Bill Alexander’s long-running show “The Magic of Oil Painting” was 
cancelled by PBS and replaced with Bob Ross’ show, “The Joy of Oil Painting,” 
Alexander accuses the soft-spoken afro’d Ross of stealing his act, inciting a bitter 
dispute that changed the lives of both men forever. Based on a true story. 
 



Just Girl by Bill Kennedy 
After the United States survives a vampire war, a young human girl going through 
puberty learns that she may be turning into a vampire. 
 
The Liberators by Madison Turner 
At the height of World War II, a headstrong African-American tank commander 
and his crew plow through war- torn Europe, determined to prove themselves as 
equals and bring Hitler to his knees. 
 
73 Seconds by Shawn Dwyer 
The extraordinary true story of Bob Ebeling and Roger Boisjoly, the aerospace 
engineers who discovered the “o-ring anomaly” that led to the Space Shuttle 
Challenger disaster. After struggling to convince their superiors at Morton-Thiokol 
and NASA to investigate the anomaly, Ebeling and Boisjoly were tasked with 
proving it: an extremely complicated and expensive endeavor that took an 
emotional toll on their lives but helped bring about changes to the Shuttle Program 
that saved the lives of future astronauts. 
 
9 Votes 
 
The Beast by Aaron Sala 
After a plane crash in the Pacific Ocean, a woman finds herself marooned on an 
island with a bloodthirsty beast. 
Blur by Jacob Colman 
 
When a guy in a committed relationship starts to suspect that the avatar he’s been 
digitally hooking up with might belong to his best friend’s girlfriend, he becomes 
entangled in something he can’t quite understand. 
 
Conviction by Chris Kekaniokalani Bright 
The incredible true story of the final trial of Clarence Darrow, the greatest attorney 
of the 20th century who for the first and only time in his career was fighting for the 
wrong side. Darrow defends a wealthy white family caught murdering a native 
Hawaiian boy whom they wrongfully accused of raping their daughter. 
 
Dark by Nelson Greaves 
When the crew of an oil rig begins to drill on one of the deepest stretches of the 
ocean floor, they awake a dark and dangerous creature that has been hidden away 
for hundreds of years. 
 



Kill the Leopard by Mattson Tomlin 
A henchman-turned-terrorist has a bone to pick with an idolized vigilante. When he 
takes control of a city skyscraper, the hero known as the Leopard comes to the 
rescue — but when both the terrorist and the Leopard are overtaken by the hostages, 
a kangaroo court evolves as the hostages navigate their complex histories with the 
vigilante. 
 
The Kings of Cool by Jon Dorsey 
During segregation in the 1960s American South, a nerdy teen tries to win a student 
election at an all-black high school, but he’ll have to defeat a blossoming badass 
named Samuel L. Jackson to do so. Based on a true story. 
 
Mamba by Mike Schneider 
A Chronicle of the Kobe Bryant sexual assault case in the early 2000s, based on 
reports, court transcripts, and police interviews. 
 
(Please) Maternity Leave by Ari Berkowitz and Ava Tramer 
Two friends try to get their third friend pregnant so they can stop hanging out with 
her 
 
Queen & Slim by Lena Waithe 
The story of a black man and a black woman whose first date goes awry after they 
are pulled over by a police officer at a traffic stop. After killing the police officer in 
self-defense, they decide against turning themselves in and go on the run. 
 
Saddam & Me by Larry Cohen 
The story of the FBI’s interrogation of Saddam, carried out by a special agent 
whose family came to the US as refugees from Lebanon, ultimately leading to the 
discovery that there were no WMDs in Iraq. 
 
8 Votes 
 
CI-34 by Sascha Penn 
The FBI pairs a young African-American agent with Greg Scarpa, the most 
notorious hitman in mafia history, to solve the murder of a civil rights activist in 
1966 Mississippi. 
 
The Defender by Nicholas Mariani 
At the height of Jim Crow, a courageous black attorney with the audacious name of 
Scipio Africanus Jones risks his life and career to defend eighty-seven men 



wrongfully accused of murder, taking the case all the way to the United States 
Supreme Court and achieving a stunning victory that will change American history 
forever. Based on a true story. 
 
Escher by Jason Kessler 
A smart artist M.C. Escher reluctantly uses his unique view of the world to help the 
Dutch Resistance fight Nazi occupation during WWII. Inspired by true events. 
 
The Half of It by Alice Wu 
A smart, lonely teen is commissioned by the high school running-back to write love 
letters to the object of his, and her, affection. 
 
Hare by Jason Rostovsky 
What starts as a fun day for a group of friends in the woods turns into a living 
nightmare for one rabbit. 
 
Infidels by Mark Bianculli 
US soldier learns that her Army medic brother is being held hostage by a sadistic 
ISIS executioner, she deserts her military post and enlists the help of a group of 
female renegade Kurdish fighters to bring justice when their armies won’t help 
them. 
 
Naked Is The Best Disguise by Graham Moore 
In the near future in which illegal new technology allows specific memories to be 
removed from one person’s brain and inserted into another’s, a woman who deals in 
black market memories is accused of murdering a man she does not remember 
knowing. 
 
Popular by Hannah Hafey and Kaitlin Smith 
A story of power, betrayal, scandal, and deceit — you know, high school. 
 
Queen by Harry Tarre 
Based on the inspiring true story of the world’s first openly transgender high school 
Prom Queen, Corey Rae. 
 
The Second Life of Ben Haskins by Matt Kic, Mike Sorce 
Ben Haskins loses his battle with cancer, leaving his beloved wife Kat a widow. 
About twenty years later, a mysterious new technology has brought Ben’s 
consciousness back — but into a different body, one belonging to a more recently 
deceased man. After acclimating to his new self, Ben asks to be reunited with his 



long lost wife, only to discover she has opted never to see him again. Convinced 
this must be a mistake, Ben enlists a new friend to help him in the search to win 
back the love of his (former) life. 
 
29th Accident by Alanna Brown 
A young man tragically loses his wife on the day of their wedding. He is 
devastated, until four years later on their wedding anniversary, he awakens to find 
his beloved wife alive and well beside him. 
 
Untitled Coast Guard by Alex Sohn 
An inexperienced Coast Guard Captain is put to the test after she unknowingly 
intercepts one of the world’s most dangerous drug lords. With a hurricane bearing 
down on them, the captain and her crew must defend the ship against a series of 
unrelenting attacks. Based on “Drug War On the High Seas: Onboard the Coast 
Guards Billion-Dollar Busts” by Hunter Atkins. 
 
Welcome to the Neighborhood by Ross Lazar, Sebastian Shepard 
When a new job transplants an upper-middle class family from San Francisco into 
an up-and-coming neighborhood outside of Portland, they don’t get the neighborly 
welcome they were expecting. 
 
Young. Wild. Free. by Tony Rettenmaier, Juel Taylor 
A teenager struggling to provide for his younger siblings in Compton finds his life 
turned upside down when he’s held at gunpoint by the girl of his dreams. 
 
Your Boy by Matt Whitaker 
Home for the summer on Long Island, a shy black college student comes out to his 
oldest and closest friend. But after an internship in Manhattan leads him to an 
exhilarating gay social scene, the 21-year-old is caught between his newly confident 
lifestyle and the unpopular straight friend who once knew him best. 
 
7 Votes 
 
AMA (Ask Me Anything) by John Wikstrom 
A highly publicized AMA (Q&A) session between a fast-rising publicist and an 
aging music icon quickly turns into a deadly game of cat and mouse when the event 
is seized by a hacker who systematically beings revealing dark secrets from both of 
their pasts, forcing them to publicly confront the horrific events they’ve committed 
on the largest social media platform in the world. 
 



At Risk by Jenny Halper 
Told through the eyes of ten year old Charlie in 1986, a family struggles to stay 
intact when an AIDS diagnosis makes them pariahs in their small New England 
town. Based on Alice Hoffman’s novel. 
 
Gunfight by Jake Disch 
A satirical take on the unbelievable but true story of how the NRA changed 
overnight from an apolitical gun safety and marksmanship club into the most 
powerful and unhinged lobbying group in Washington, DC. 
 
Inhuman Nature by Matt Fisch 
When bio-tech titan Van Danzen is falsely convicted of murdering his business 
partner, he sends his greatest creation — a spitting-image humanoid robot — to serve 
a life sentence in his place. However, the humanoid’s militarized programming 
sends him on a rampage to escape prison and hunt those responsible for his 
creator’s set-up and imprisonment. 
 
The Interventionist by Colin Bannon 
When renowned interventionist Warren Man’s daughter, Christy, suffers a relapse 
and her family is forced to deal with their inner demons at the site of a tragedy that 
tore them apart, it slowly becomes clear that this is no ordinary relapse, but 
something much more sinister. 
 
Isleworth by Charlie Efron 
After their marriage is shattered by the most public sex scandal in sports history, 
Tiger Woods and Elin Nordegren scramble to pick up the pieces while hiding out 
from the press and the police in their Florida mansion. 
 
Little Fish by Mattson Tomlin 
A couple fights to hold their relationship together as a memory loss virus spreads 
and threatens to erase the history of their love and courtship. 
 
Me & Tammy Faye at the Betty Ford Clinic by Pamela Garcia Rooney 
The unlikely bond between a Latinx transgender woman and the queen of Christian 
televangelism. Inspired by the very real life of Tammy Faye Bakker. 
 
Nobody Nothing Nowhere by Alex Fischer, Rachel Wolther 
Ruth is one of the non-people: human-looking beings designed and trained for the 
sole purpose of filling in a realistic world for a bland guy named Dave, the only 



person to actually exist on Earth. Tired of serving as an extra in someone else’s life, 
she has the audacity to demand a life of her own. 
 
One Night in Mississippi by Michele Atkins 
An elderly black man in present day with onset dementia must confront the secrets 
of his past in order to pursue a man, thought deceased, involved in the white 
supremacist killing of his brother in 1964 Mississippi. 
 
Ride by Krystin Ver Linden 
The story of NASA’s least likely female candidate, Sally Ride, as she becomes 
America’s most likely hero as the first American woman in space. 
 
Sharon by Ryan Jaffe 
Sharon Osbourne tells the story of her relationship with Ozzy before they were 
married. 
 
Spark by Meredith Dawson 
When a young African-American woman takes a job at a well-known venture 
capitalist firm in Silicon Valley, she must figure out a way to succeed in an elitist 
society where she feels inherently excluded. 
 
Untitled Syria Project by Stephanie Carrie 
A disillusioned and indoctrinated American teenage girl travels to Syria to help 
ISIS build their Caliphate and, what she has been led to believe, is a better world. 
Through her relationship with an everyday Syrian family, she will discover the true 
face of Islam and the courage to fight for what is right against insurmountable odds. 
 
Wendi by Amy Wang 
When an ambitious girl from the slums of China manipulates her way into marriage 
with a media tycoon, she becomes one of the most powerful women in the Western 
world. This is the story of Wendi Deng, second wife of Rupert Murdoch. 
 
 
 
 


